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as if many reports were delivered In a volley. The
number of them was never recorded." On September
3rd, Mr. W. J. McGee, of the United States Geological
Survey, arrived at Summerviile. During the evening
of that day, detonations were heard at intervals,
averaging perhaps half-an-hour, accompanied occa-
sionally by very slight spasmodic tremors of an
instant's duration. They were much like peals of
thunder at a distance of half-a-mile or more, though
rather more muffled. " It was my impression," Mr.
McGee remarks, "that the sound was sometimes
about as grave as the ear can perceive, resembling
somewhat the tremulous roar sometimes accompany-
ing combustion in locomotives." These sounds con-
tinued, but with diminishing frequency, throughout
the remainder of the year and as late as July 1st,
1887.

ORIGIN OF  THE  EARTHQUAKE.

Major Button's valuable monograph is a record
of the earthquake-phenomena. He offers no theory
as to the cause of the shock, and Is therefore in no
way responsible for the account given In the remain-
ing part of this chapter.

That there were two seismic foci he has shown, I
think, conclusively; and my object is now to trace
out briefly the probable nature of the movements
that produced the double shock.

Referring to Figs. 28 and 29, it will be seen that,
according to both Mr. Sloan and Major Button,
the isoseismals surrounding the Rantowles epicentre
are distorted along a line which runs from a few
degrees east of north to a few degrees west of south.
Their oval form is In all probability connected with a